
These uplifting stories from our partners and projects 
are centered around our efforts to nurture potential by 
championing education and developing womens’ small 
business enterprise. Feel free to adapt and share on your 
channels and in your presentations.

NURTURE POTENTIAL

YOUNG LIVING ACADEMY

ARTISAN WOMEN’S GROUP

Neyci Ortega met Gary Young in 2008. He frequented the hardware store where she worked while he was 
building the Young Living Academy and talked to her about the school. Neyci knew that someday she’d send 
her children to the Academy.

Her dream first came true for her daughter, Lady, who was admitted in 2016. But because very few students 
leave the Academy, spots in higher grades are limited and extremely competitive, and her older son Joel 
had to apply for years before being admitted.

But this year, Joel and Nayci’s hard work paid off as he joined the Academy as an 8th grade student! “I was 
so happy that Joel was admitted. I always wanted him to have the opportunity to learn English and now 
he has it,” said Nayci. “What I like the most about Young Living Academy is that they elevate the talent of 
each student. Now Joel will be able to discover his talents and develop them with the help of his teachers.”

We look forward to increasing opportunity for more students like Joel as the Academy expands! Learn more 
on our blog at YoungLivingFoundation.org/blog.

Biyu started working in a brothel after being forced to drop out of school at a young age. Neither decision 
was her choice. For many human trafficking victims, poverty creates unimaginable desperation and causes 
one to search for any relief from the struggle to meet life’s basic needs. Through personal accounts from 
survivors, we’ve learned that their vulnerability made it easy for traffickers to lure them away under false 
promises of attaining an education or a well-paid job. 

The Starfish Project, one of our partner artisan groups in Northeastern Asia, understands this. That’s why 
the organization offers those trapped in the cycles of exploitation—just like Biyu was—a way out by offering 
fair-trade employment and resources to build independent lives.

The Starfish Project’s resources include holistic care programs, life skills training, and specialized vocational 
training that help survivors develop careers in fields such as design, photography, and accounting.

Thanks to the group’s support, today Biyu is a production manager at Starfish Project and is happily married 
with two children. “For the first time in my life, I feel valuable,” Biyu said.

Learn more about The Starfish Project and the other incredible artisan groups we’re proud to partner with 
at YoungLivingFounation.org/developing-enterprise.
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