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Dear Excelsior Parents,

When you were a child in school, did you read “Where the Red Fern Grows?” Do you remember the boy and
his dogs? That story came from the mind of a young boy. A boy with one friend, a coonhound dog.

Travel back in time with me to 1920. Picture a young seven-year-old boy being raised on a poor dirt farm in
Oklahoma. He had several sisters but he did not consider them to be his friends. They were caught up in the
“girl world” and he liked the “boy world.”

Wilson and his sisters received very little formal education because there was not a school close enough to
their home. His mother did try to educate her children. She taught them how to write their names and add
numbers. His grandparents owned the general store and would order books for their daughter to read to her
children. But, none of this interested Wilson. The books his mother read to them were what he considered
“girl books” like “Little Red Riding Hood"” and
“The Three Little Pigs.” They did not capture
Wilson’s attention.

One day, Wilson said, "Mama brought home a
book that changed my life. It was a story about
a man and a dog - Jack London’s Call of the
Wild.” Wilson fell in love with this story. She
gave him the book when he was ten years old.
He would take the book with him wherever he
went. He decided that someday he would write
a book just like “Call of the Wild.”

Wilson would read this book to his Coonhound
down by the river. He would make his dog sit
up straight as he read. He did not have any HERE THE
paper but he took scraps of bags from his ‘ ‘

grandparent's store and would write his own ﬁ P
story about a boy and his dogs. He never let RED FERN nﬁfg “
anyone see his writing because he was et ‘

embarrassed about the misspelled words
written without any punctuation.

How did Wilson Rawls become a well-known
author starting life with so little education and
under meager circumstances? Tune in to our
podcast “Excelsior Speaks” for the rest of the
story. See how one of our proactive values
changed a man'’s entire life.

Sincerely,
Mrs. Stephanie Eccles

Q



EXC ELSIOR LEADERS and LEARNERS for LIFE
ACADEMY  &ifeew e

January 27, 2022 Www.excelsior-academy.org

Remote learning

What do | do about homework if my child has COVID, or
quarantines at home?

The elementary quarantine protocol will be very similar to a regular student absence.
Students will need to take their math and reading books home each evening. If a student is
guarantined, they will be expected to complete a reading and math assignment on a nightly
basis. Students will also have the opportunity to pick up any missed work upon their return.
We will continue to follow the absence policy of 2 make-up days per one day missed. Parents
are encouraged to reach out to homeroom teachers when their student is on quarantine.

In the middle school all teachers use Google Classroom to provide updates on class activities
and assignments. When communicating with a teacher regarding work, please email them
directly.

Monday - Thursday, we will have a math tutor available to support students. The math tutor
can be reached by Google Meet, from 1:30-2:30 pm. The Google Meet link will be shared upon
request, with families having quarantined students.

Q

BOARD MEETING

There is a public board meeting scheduled on January 28, 2022 at 8:30 am in the middle school library.
This board meeting will have several items that we invite parental input. Please consider attending! This is
the best opportunity for parents to have a voice in important decisions.

School Fee schedule:

The school fee schedule will be reviewed and discussed in the January board meeting. This will be the first
of two public hearings on the fee schedule and the final fee schedule will be approved in the February
board meeting. You can find the current fee schedule here:
https://vahara-o2-public.s3.amazonaws.com/media/75841/Fee-Schedule-2022.pdf

Uniform Policy

The uniform policy will be discussed. If any parents have suggestions, you are welcome to suggest them at
the January board meeting. The current uniform policy can be found here:
https://vahara-o2-public.s3.amazonaws.com/media/79490/Uniform-Policy-21-22.pdf

Positive Behavior Plan

A new state requirement is for the school to have a positive behavior plan which addresses the causes of
student use of tobacco, alcohol, electronic cigarette products, and other controlled substances through
promoting positive behaviors. This plan will be discussed and approved in the January board meeting.
Parent input is necessary and welcome.



https://vahara-o2-public.s3.amazonaws.com/media/75841/Fee-Schedule-2022.pdf
https://vahara-o2-public.s3.amazonaws.com/media/79490/Uniform-Policy-21-22.pdf
https://vahara-o2-public.s3.amazonaws.com/media/79490/Uniform-Policy-21-22.pdf

January 28

Lion’s Pride Day

8:30 am board meeting

12:30 pm early out day

PM kinder/A day middle school
MS dance team Dancesport
festival

January 31-February 4
Emergency Education Week

January 31
4:30 pm MS girls basketball
game vs. Monticello

February 2

3:45 pm MS boys volleyball open
gym

4:30 pm MS girls basketball
game @ Intermountain

February 4

Lion's Pride Day

12:30 pm early out day

AM kinder/B day middle school

February 7-11

Mental Health Week

MS Musical Theatre Company
performs “Curtains”

February 7
4:30 pm MS girls basketball
game vs. Wasatch

February 1

11:30 am High school orientation
(8t graders)

12:30 pm early out day

PM kinder/A day middle school

February 14-17
MS theatre short play festival

February 14-18
Staff appreciation week

Find our latest
podcast episode:
Website

SoundCloud
Spotify

Stitcher

Google Podcasts
Podchaser

Meals for the 2021-2022 school year
will be free for ALL EA students.
This includes one drink per meal.

Kindly pay any remaining
negative balances.

Please be aware that because of supply chain disruption, we may have last-minute
substitutions in our menus. Thank you for understanding.

"This institution is an equal opportunity provider"

Morning carpool reminders:

1) Use the church parking lot when
coming from the east.
2) Wait on shoulder and do not block
traffic on Erda Way when
the turning lane is full.

. é{{é

CARPOOL CORNER
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Our lottery for 22/23 is now open!

APPLICATION | CLICK HERE

Q: What if | have a younger sibling that wants to attend in 22/23 school year?

A click the link above and fill out the application (Don’t forget to click the sibling
box!)

Q: What if my child is currently enrolled, and | want them to attend next year?

A Do not fill out an application. Instead, we will be sending out an intent to

return email. That is how you keep your spot for next year. Watch for that email
next month.

Spread the word! We’d love to have your
family and friends with us as well!

Uniform exchange

If you are in need of Excelsior uniforms, or have a donation of gently
used uniforms, one of our parents, Guadalupe Aguilar, is coordinating
that effort. Please contact her at helpinguniformsea@gmail.com for more
information.

The Ski Utah School Program offers a discounted season
passport ($45) to 5th & 6th Grade students. The program is in its
23rd season, and has provided discounted skiing and riding
opportunities to over 150,000 students! If you are interested, click
the link or see the attachment for more information.



mailto:helpinguniformsea@gmail.com
https://www.skiutah.com/passes/passports
https://secure.excelsior-academy.org/

ORDER YOURYEARBOOK NOW!!!

e You must fill out an order form for each yearbook you
order. Look for order forms in your students backpack.

e Drop your payment and order form at the front office
(even if you pay with a card).

e Pay with cash, check, or card (use our easy peasy QR
code). ”




Excelsior Academy is looking for a few enthusiastic individuals to

apply for substitute positions. This is a great job for parents, retired
professionals, students on their off semester at college, or anyone
who is looking for flexible part-time employment. Mr. Rogers says,

"Anyone who does
anything to help a child
in his life is a hero."

If you're interested in heroism, please visit our welbsite at excelsior-
academy.org, and fill out a support staff application.

Thank you
for your
donations
in
December
that we
sent to The
Road
Home. We
wanted to
share the
thank you
card we
received in
the mail
with all of
you!

The Road Home
3380 S. 1000 W.
South Salt Lake, UT 84119

[HANK YOU!

for helping people overcome homelessness.

PO
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Estimados padres de Excelsior,

Cuando era nino en la escuela, ¢leia “Donde crece el helecho rojo”? éRecuerdas al nifio y sus
perros? Esa historia vino de la mente de un nifio. Un nifio con un amigo, un perro coonhound (perro
rastreador).

Viaja conmigo en el tiempo hasta 1920. Imaginate a un nifio de siete afos criado en una pobre
granja en Oklahoma. Tenia varias hermanas pero no las consideraba sus amigas. Estaban atrapados
en el "mundo de las chicas" y a él le gustaba el "mundo de los chicos".

Wilson y sus hermanas recibieron muy poca educacion formal porque no habia una escuela lo
suficientemente cerca de su casa. Su madre tratd de educar a sus hijos. Ella les ensefid a escribir
sus nombres y sumar nimeros. Su abuelo era duefio de la tienda general y pedia libros para que su
hija se los leyera a sus hijos. Pero, nada de esto interesé a Wilson. Los libros que su madre les leia
eran lo que él consideraba “libros para nifias” como “Caperucita Roja” y “Los tres cerditos”. No
captaron la atencion de Wilson.

Un dia, Wilson dijo: “Mama trajo a casa
un libro que cambié mi vida. Era una
historia sobre un hombre y un perro:
Call of the Wild de Jack London”. Wilson
se enamoro de esta historia. Ella le dio
el libro cuando tenia diez afios. Llevaba
el libro con él dondequiera que fuera.
Decidi6 que algun dia escribiria un libro
como “Call of the Wild".

- P B

Wilson le leeria este libro a su
Coonhound junto al rio. Hacia que su
perro se sentara derecho mientras leia.
No tenia papel pero tomaba retazos de
bolsas de la tienda de sus abuelos y
escribia su propia historia sobre un nino

ﬂl“ d

y sus perros. Nunca dejé que nadie viera i ‘ HERE TH
su escritura porque estaba avergonzado (BN
de las palabras mal escritas escritas sin RED FERN 'j:; . 4
ningln tipo de puntuacion. e e A
ROWS -l
; r THE STORY #&=x £
OF TWO DOGS AND A BOY

< By WILSON RAWLS
‘ ' %

¢Como se convirtié Wilson Rawls en un
autor conocido comenzando su vida con
tan poca educacion y bajo circunstancias
precarias? Sintonice nuestro podcast
"Excelsior Speaks" para conocer el resto
de la historia. Vea cdmo uno de nuestros
valores proactivos cambid la vida entera
de un hombre.

Sinceramente,
Sra. Stephanie Eccles




Encuentra nuestro
ultimo episodio de
podcast:

Website

SoundCloud

Spotify

Stitcher

Google Podcasts
Podchaser

Aprendizaje remoto

¢Qué hago con la tarea si mi hijo tiene COVID o elige
la cuarentena en casa?

En la Primaria el protocolo de cuarentena serd muy similar a la ausencia regular de un
estudiante. Los estudiantes deberan llevar sus libros de matematicas y lectura a casa cada
noche. Si un estudiante esta en cuarentena, se espera que complete una tarea de lecturay
matematicas todas las noches. Los estudiantes también tendran la oportunidad de recoger
cualquier trabajo faltante a su regreso. Continuaremos siguiendo la politica de ausencia de 2
dias de recuperacién por cada dia ausente. Se anima a los padres a comunicarse con los
maestros de aula cuando su estudiante esta en cuarentena.

En la escuela intermedia Todos los profesores utilizan Google Classroom para proporcionar
actualizaciones sobre las actividades y tareas de la clase. Cuando se comunique con un maestro
con respecto al trabajo, enviele un correo electrénico directamente.

De lunes a jueves, tendremos un tutor de matematicas disponible para apoyar a los
estudiantes. El tutor de matematicas puede ser contactado por Google Meet, de 1: 30-2: 30
pm. El enlace de Google Meet se compartira si es solicitado, con las familias que tengan
estudiantes en cuarentena.

Intercambio de uniforme

Si necesitas uniformes de Excelsior, o tienes
uniformes para donar que estén poco usados, uno
de nuestros padres, Guadalupe Aguilar, esta
coordinando este esfuerzo. Por favor contactarse
con ella en helpinguniformsea@gmail.com para
mas informacion.



https://www.excelsior-academy.org/excelsiorspeaks
https://soundcloud.com/excelsiorspeaks
https://open.spotify.com/show/05rsh3m3uSLlAM3Ndmmflr?si=23f918352f794d36&nd=1
https://www.stitcher.com/show/excelsior-speaks
https://podcasts.google.com/feed/aHR0cHM6Ly9mZWVkcy5zb3VuZGNsb3VkLmNvbS91c2Vycy9zb3VuZGNsb3VkOnVzZXJzOjEwNDU0MTk4NjUvc291bmRzLnJzcw?sa=X&ved=0CAMQ9sEGahcKEwiQwsXg0oH0AhUAAAAAHQAAAAAQUA
https://www.podchaser.com/podcasts/excelsior-speaks-2156784/episodes/recent
mailto:helpinguniformsea@gmail.com

28 de enero

Dia del orgullo leon

8:30 am reunion de la junta
12:30 pm dia de salida temprano
PM jardin de ninos/dia A escuela
intermedia

MS equipo de baile Dancesport
festival

31de enero-4 de febrero
Semana de la Educacion de
Emergencia

31de enero
4:30 pm juego de baloncesto de
chicas MS vs. Monticello

2 de febrero

3:45 pm MS voleibol masculine
gimnasio abierto

4:30 pm MS juego de baloncesto
de chicas @ Intermountain

4 de febrero

Dia del orgullo leon

12:30 pm dia de salida temprano
AM jardin de ninos /Dia B escuela
intermedia

7-M de febrero
Semana de la Salud Mental

7 de febrero
4:30 pm Juego de baloncesto
femenino MS vs. Wasatch

11 de febrero

11:30 am Orientacion de la
escuela secundaria (82 grado)
12:30 pm dia de salida temprano
PM jardin de ninos / dia A escuela
intermedia

14-17 de febrero
Festival teatro de obras cortas
MS

14-18 de febrero
Semana de agradecimiento al
personal.

Comidas para el ano escolar 2021-2022
sera gratuito para TODOS los estudiantes de EA.
Esto incluye una bebida por comida.

Las bebidas adicionales tienen un costo de S 0.35 cada una.

Por favor pague lo que adeuda.

Queriamos informarle que debido a la interrupcién de la cadena de
suministro, es posible que tengamos sustituciones de ultima hora en
nuestros menus. Gracias por entender.

"Estainstitucion es un proveedor que ofrece igualdad de

oportunidades”

iNuestra loteria para el 22/23 ya esta abierta!
SOLICITUD| CLICK HERE

P: ¢Qué pasa si tengo un hermano menor que quiere asistir en
el afio escolar 22/23?

R: Haga clic en el enlace de arriba y complete la solicitud (iNo
olvide hacer clic en el cuadro de hermano!)

P: éQué sucede si mi hijo esta inscrito actualmente y quiero
gue asista el proximo ano?

R: No llene una solicitud. En su lugar, enviaremos una
intencion de devolver el correo electrdonico. Asi es como
mantienes tu lugar para el préoximo aio. Esté atento a ese correo
electrdnico el préximo mes.

iDifundir con todos! Nos encantaria tener a su
familia y amigos con nosotros también!

Recordatorios para el trasporte de
grupos (carpool

1) Use el estacionamiento de la
iglesia si viene del este. 2) Espere en
la inferseccion y no bloguee €l
trafico en Erda Way cuando el carril
para voltear esté lleno.

CARPOOL CORNER



https://secure.excelsior-academy.org/

Excelsior Academy estad buscando algunas personas entusiastas para postularse
para puestos sustitutos. Este es un gran trabajo para padres, profesionales
jubilados, estudiantes en su semestre libre en la universidad o cualquier persona
gue busque un empleo flexible a tiempo parcial. El Sr. Rogers dice:

"Cualquiera que haga algo
para ayudar a un nino en
su vida es un héroe."

Si estd interesado en el heroismo, visite nuestro sitio web en excelsior-
academy.org y complete una solicitud para el personal de apoyo.
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REUNION DE LA JUNTA

Hay una reunion publica de la junta programada para el 28 de enero de 2022 a las 8:30 am en la biblioteca de
la escuela intermedia. Esta reunion de la junta tendra varios elementos a los que invitamos la participacién de
los padres. jPor favor considere asistir! Esta es la mejor oportunidad para que los padres tengan voz en las
decisiones importantes.

Programa de tarifas escolares:

El programa de tarifas escolares sera revisado y discutido en la reunion de la junta de enero. Esta sera la
primera de dos audiencias publicas sobre el programa de tarifas y el programa de tarifas final se aprobara en
la reunién de la junta de febrero. Puede encontrar el programa de tarifas actual aqui:
https://vahara-o2-public.s3.amazonaws.com/media/75841/Fee-Schedule-2022.pdf

Politica de Uniformes

Se discutira la politica de uniformes. Si algun padre tiene sugerencias, puede sugerirlas en la reunién de la
junta de enero. La politica actual de uniformes se puede encontrar aqui:
https://vahara-o02-public.s3.amazonaws.com/media/79490/Uniform-Policy-21-22.pdf

Plan de Comportamiento Positivo

Un nuevo requisito estatal es que la escuela tenga un plan de comportamiento positivo que aborde las causas
del uso de tabaco, alcohol, cigarrillos electrénicos y otras sustancias controladas por parte de los estudiantes
mediante la promocion de comportamientos positivos. Este plan sera discutido y aprobado en la reunion de la
junta de enero. La opinion de los padres es necesaria y bienvenida.

El Ski Utah School Program ofrece un pasaporte de temporada
con descuento ($ 45) a los estudiantes de quinto y sexto grado. El
programa esta en su temporada 23 y ha brindado oportunidades
de esqui y equitacion con descuento a mas de 150,000
estudiantes. Si esta interesado, haga clic en el enlace o revise el
archivo adjunto para obtener mas informacion.
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